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Executive Summary The CONFESS project focused on supporting small and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs) in the clean energy sector by 

simplifying the EU Taxonomy framework and providing practical 

guidance for sustainability reporting. A key output of the project, 

the CleanLeap tool, offers SMEs a step-by-step approach to 

identifying environmentally sustainable activities and aligning 

their operations with EU climate and environmental objectives. 

A primary emphasis of the project was on communication, 

dissemination, and exploitation activities, aimed at maximising 

the reach, visibility, and impact of both the project and the 

CleanLeap tool. To achieve this, the project developed a 

comprehensive communication, dissemination and exploitation 

approach, with main outputs including a set of multilingual 

materials, including leaflets, infographics, and guidance 

documents, dedicated LinkedIn newsletter and regular updates, 

but also a project website with main project outputs among 

other things. All of this was designed to make complex 

sustainability information accessible to diverse audiences, with 

the focus on the main stakeholders identified.  

In addition to written materials, the project implemented a 

variety of interactive and digital engagement activities, such as 

webinars, podcasts, and hands-on workshops, to ensure direct 

stakeholder involvement and facilitate knowledge exchange. 

CONFESS members also actively participated in high-profile 

events, including the CEE Sustainable Finance Summit and the 

EU Sustainable Energy Week, which provided platforms to 

showcase the project outputs, demonstrate the functionality of 

CleanLeap, and engage collaboration with key actors across the 

sustainability ecosystem. Stakeholder engagement was central 

to the project’s communication, dissemination and exploitation 

strategy. SMEs, financial institutions, policymakers, and 

sustainability experts were trained on the use of CleanLeap, 

provided feedback on its functionality, and actively contributed 

to the refinement of project outputs. This participatory approach 

helped ensure that the project delivered practical, actionable 

tools that are user-friendly and directly applicable in business 

contexts. 

All communication, dissemination, and exploitation outputs 

adhered to FAIR principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, 

Reusable) and set SMART goals (Specific, Measurable, 

Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound) guaranteeing that project 

knowledge remains accessible, relevant, and transferable to a 

broad audience. As a result, the project not only enhanced 

visibility and stakeholder engagement but also established a 
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foundation for the continued uptake and use of CleanLeap 

beyond the project’s lifetime. Ultimately, the CONFESS project 

contributed to supporting the EU’s sustainable finance and 

energy transition objectives by enabling SMEs to more 

effectively navigate sustainability reporting and align with EU 

environmental goals. 
 

 

DISCLAIMER:  

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only 

and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither the European Union nor 

the granting authority can be held responsible for them. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
This document provides a comprehensive overview of the communication, dissemination, and 

exploitation activities carried out within the CONFESS project. The primary aim of the CONFESS 

project was to simplify the EU Taxonomy and make it more accessible to small and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs) operating in the clean energy sector. Recognising that many SMEs 

face challenges in understanding and adhering to complex sustainability regulations and 

requirements, the project sought to provide practical tools and guidance to bridge this gap. 

To achieve this, the project developed CleanLeap, an intuitive and user-friendly digital platform 

designed to support SMEs throughout the sustainability reporting process. Beyond facilitating 

compliance with EU Taxonomy requirements, CleanLeap helps businesses identify which of 

their activities qualify as environmentally sustainable, enabling them to align their operations 

with the EU’s broader sustainability objectives. By combining clear guidance, automated 

workflows, and actionable insights, the tool empowers SMEs to integrate sustainability 

considerations into their strategic decision-making, fostering a culture of environmental 

responsibility and innovation. 

The activities conducted within the communication, dissemination, and exploitation approach 

aimed to share results, engage with target audiences, promote the CleanLeap tool, and extend 

the project’s outreach. Due to the sensitivity of certain information, specific deliverables are 

not detailed here; however, key communication and outreach actions are described. As 

dissemination and outreach activities are closely related, they are not presented separately, 

though the dissemination strategy is addressed. There was no single comprehensive strategy 

covering all three activities; therefore, this report refers to them collectively as an approach. 

Additionally, this document lists the main activities conducted to enhance the project’s 

visibility, impact, and dissemination. The activities aimed to raise awareness and support public 

authorities and stakeholders in advancing the energy transition across European regions, 

contributing to a decarbonised and sustainable economy. These activities were primarily run in 

the project official languages: English, German, Czech, and Italian. A multilingual leaflet 

summarised project objectives and methods and was complemented by infographics and other 

visual materials highlighting key results. This leaflet was created for banks and SMEs, but also 

provided a more general information about the tool.   

For dissemination, the consortium actively participated in various events such as European 

Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) and CEE Sustainable Finance Summit, as well as local and 

international events and leveraged its networks to share findings and insights. Project 

knowledge and results were made freely available to relevant audiences to maximise impact, 

encourage collaboration, and support the uptake sustainable practices imbedded in strategy. 

All actions outlined were completed during the project’s lifetime. Project objectives, activities, 

and findings, if relevant, were documented on a regularly updated website, ensuring 

continuous and accessible information. Additionally, updates and developments were shared 

through LinkedIn written by consortium members. 

https://www.confess-life.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes/
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1.1 PURPOSE & RELEVANCE 
Communication, dissemination, and exploitation are essential components for ensuring the 

visibility, impact, and long-term sustainability of the CONFESS project. Each plays a distinct yet 

interconnected role in maximising the project’s value and ensuring that its outcomes reach and 

benefit a broad range of audiences. Our primary channel for communication and dissemination 

is LinkedIn followed by the project website.  

Communication involves strategic and targeted actions to promote the project and its results 

to diverse audiences. It spans the entire project lifetime, building awareness and engagement 

through clear messaging and, where possible, a two-way exchange of ideas. Effective 

communication helps position the project within the wider context of the EU sustainable 

finance agenda and builds recognition of its mission and achievements. 

Dissemination focuses on sharing the project’s results, data, and deliverables with relevant 

stakeholders, both academic and non-academic. By making outcomes widely accessible, 

dissemination ensures that the project’s insights contribute to future research, innovation, and 

policy development, thereby extending its impact beyond the project’s official duration. 

Exploitation is concerned with ensuring that the knowledge, results, and innovations 

generated by the project are effectively used to create tangible value. This includes supporting 

the adoption of project outcomes by relevant stakeholders such as financial institutions and 

SMEs, but also ensuring that there is a strategy created to support this adoption beyond project 

timeline.  Exploitation activities help translate findings into practical solutions and business 

opportunities that can drive the energy transition and support the sustainable finance agenda. 

Together, these activities serve several key purposes for the CONFESS project: 

• Creating the project identity including visuals  

• Promoting a broad understanding of the project’s mission, vision, and objectives. 

• Building and maintaining strong, long-term relationships with internal and external 

stakeholders. 

• Encouraging collaboration and knowledge exchange. 

• Ensuring timely and easy access to project information for those who can apply or 

benefit from it. 

• Enhancing the visibility of the Consortium. 

Ultimately, communication, dissemination, and exploitation enable the CONFESS project to 

move beyond producing results, they ensure that these results create lasting value, encourage 

engagement, and drive real-world impact. 

2 COMMUNICATION, DISSEMINATION, AND EXPLOITATION 

APPROACH 
In this section, we provide more details on the actual communication, dissemination, and 

exploitation approach and its implementation within the project. This integrated approach has 

been instrumental in supporting CONFESS in achieving its objectives by ensuring that its 

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes
https://www.confess-life.eu/
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outputs, results, and lessons are shared, understood, and effectively applied. This was built on 

a Communication and Dissemination Strategy as well as Exploitation Plan. Most of our work 

has been shared on our LinkedIn and the project website.  This approach aligns with internal 

project guidelines and provides a clear framework for coordinating partner efforts, targeting 

key stakeholders, and maximising the overall impact of the project. It addresses 

communication, dissemination, and exploitation in an integrated manner, combining proactive 

outreach, knowledge sharing, and structured pathways for the uptake of project outputs. 

The majority of outreach activities have been carried out in the core project languages: English, 

German, Czech, and Italian. Additional languages were incorporated as necessary or where 

feasible . This approach is particularly evident in the promotional leaflets, which, in addition to 

the aforementioned languages, are also available in French and Polish.  

The communication component of the approach focuses on strategising on what is the best 

approach to select relevant stakeholders, visual identity, but also to promote CONFESS 

activities, outputs, and events to reach relevant audiences effectively. It emphasises the 

importance of highlighting the project’s deliverables and outcomes, particularly its 

contribution to advancing knowledge of the EU Taxonomy and demonstrating its practical 

applications in sustainability reporting and green finance. Communication activities are tailored 

to the needs and interests of different stakeholder groups, but primarily banks and SMEs, but 

also industry associations, and others. Communication language was chosen to reflect these 

varied groups. By leveraging a variety of channels, including social media, newsletters, 

webinars, conferences, and in-person meetings, the approach ensures that messages are 

delivered consistently, efficiently, and in a way that encourage engagement and collaboration. 

During the initial phase of the project, we identified two main stakeholders' groups: 1) SMEs in 

the renewable energy and energy efficiency sectors, and 2) banking sector. 

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes/
https://www.confess-life.eu/
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Figure 1. Stakeholder identification and engagement matrix  

 

 

 

Dissemination activities complement communication by ensuring that project updates, 

results, and best practices are shared widely and remain accessible. These activities follow the 

FAIR principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable), ensuring that data and 

knowledge generated by the project can be efficiently reused by other stakeholders and 

projects. This ensures promoting its results in a way that addresses societal challenges and 

encourages innovation. Early dissemination efforts, such as presentations at the EUSEW and 

the CEE Sustainable Finance Summit, and targeted stakeholder workshops, have already 

enabled the collection of feedback, identification of stakeholder needs, and refinement of 

project tool: CleanLeap and its promotion. Below are listed main channels for dissemination, 

which have identified at the early stages of the project. These were amended during the project 

a bit to better reflect needs of our changing stakeholders' groups. In the first year of the project, 

we focused more on setting the ground and calibrating our approach. It was also the year, 

when we focused more on the importance of the EU Taxonomy for SMEs, and how can financial 

actors utilise the information obtained. Later, we went more for direct promotion through 

attendance of various events, but also strengthened our presence online.  
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Figure 2. Main channels for dissemination 

 

The exploitation approach aims to promote the practical use and uptake of project outputs 

beyond the project lifecycle. It focuses on translating project results into actionable solutions 

for stakeholders, particularly SMEs seeking guidance on simplification of the EU Taxonomy and 

sustainability reporting and financial institutions integrating EU Taxonomy-aligned practices. 

Exploitation activities involve identifying potential beneficiaries (a whole plan has been 

created), tailoring outputs to their specific needs, and promoting adoption through structured 

outreach and engagement. By incorporating stakeholder feedback gathered during 

engagement events, the project refines its outputs to be practical, user-friendly, and directly 

relevant to regulatory and market requirements. Exploitation also includes building long-term 

collaboration opportunities with stakeholders, creating pathways for ongoing use of 

CleanLeap, beyond the original project countries: Germany, Czechia, and Italy. 

The project used a systematic approach guided by SMART goals (Specific, Measurable, 

Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound) and adhered to FAIR principles ensuring that each 

communication, dissemination, and engagement activity has clearly defined objectives, 

measurable indicators of success, and a realistic timeline for implementation. Each activity, 

whether a presentation, webinar, social media post, focus group, or bilateral meeting, was 

designed to achieve concrete results, such as raising awareness of the CONFESS scheme and 

later the tool CleanLeap, securing stakeholder feedback, or promoting adoption of the project. 

The approach emphasised professional principles including clarity, consistency, and reliability 

in all communications, with materials and events carefully prepared to enhance the project’s 

credibility and visibility. 
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In the early stages of the project social media engagement, event presentations, and in-person 

meetings with financial institutions and SMEs have helped build strong stakeholder 

relationships, collect valuable feedback, and refine the scheme and direction of our 

communication, exploitation, and engagement strategies. Later these were transferred into 

meetings to obtain feedback during the development of CleanLeap and then it’s presentation 

when it was in the final stages. The process, particularly during the Omnibus Proposal1 and 

related changes in the approaches to sustainability, highlighted the importance of flexible 

timelines, responsiveness to stakeholder needs, and ongoing communication with consortium 

partners to ensure alignment and transparency." 

Figure 3. Overview of the main activities under communication, dissemination, and exploitation 

approach 

 

 

It is important to note that the project’s communication, dissemination, and exploitation 

activities were significantly influenced by evolving policy developments at the EU level, 

particularly the Omnibus Proposal and, earlier, the Draghi Report on EU competitiveness2. 

These key policy milestones reshaped the broader regulatory and strategic landscape 

surrounding sustainable finance and, consequently, affected both the content and focus of our 

outreach and engagement efforts. 

The Draghi Report set the stage for a renewed vision of Europe’s competitiveness and 

investment priorities, placing increasing emphasis on sustainability, innovation, and the green 

 
1 https://finance.ec.europa.eu/news/omnibus-package-2025-04-01_en 
2 https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-competitiveness/draghi-report_en 
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transition. Subsequently, the Omnibus Proposal introduced further adjustments and 

clarifications to the implementation of the EU Taxonomy and related sustainability reporting 

frameworks. These changes led to a noticeable shift in the priorities and expectations of 

stakeholders, including financial institutions, SMEs (no longer even considered in the 

reporting), and policy actors, with many focusing more heavily on compliance, alignment, and 

the evolving interpretation of sustainability standards, and not going much beyond that.  

As a result, the CONFESS project had to adapt its communication, dissemination, and even the 

exploitation approach to remain relevant and responsive to these emerging developments. 

Messaging, stakeholder engagement strategies, and even the timing of specific activities were 

adjusted to align with the new policy direction and to address the growing interest in practical 

applications of the EU Taxonomy under the revised framework.  This also impacted the  

To conclude, the CONFESS communication, dissemination, and exploitation approach provides 

a comprehensive and integrated framework for promoting the project, engaging stakeholders, 

sharing knowledge in line with FAIR principles, and ensuring practical uptake of outputs. By 

combining structured planning, SMART goal-setting, and targeted engagement, the strategy 

maximises the project’s visibility, credibility, and long-term impact in sustainable finance, 

encouraging collaboration and innovation across multiple sectors and stakeholder groups. 

3 ACTIVITIES 
Throughout the duration of the project, a diverse range of activities was undertaken to ensure 

broad engagement, effective communication, and knowledge sharing among stakeholders. 

These activities encompassed both public-facing and targeted initiatives, reflecting the 

multifaceted approach required to achieve the project’s objectives. Key elements included 

hosting and participating in a variety of events, such as conferences, webinars, seminars, and 

workshops, where the project’s aims, progress, and results were actively promoted to both 

internal and external audiences. 

In addition to these larger gatherings, we leveraged digital platforms, most notably LinkedIn, 

which is our primary platform for communication, to increase the project’s visibility and 

encourage online engagement with the wider community. Beyond group settings, tailored 

outreach was conducted through one-to-one meetings and focused sessions with relevant 

stakeholders like banks and SMEs. These interactions were either country specific or broader 

when they covered stakeholders from various countries. They also served dual purposes: they 

were instrumental in gathering valuable feedback and insights for developing the scheme, and 

they provided opportunities for pilot testing and refining project outputs based on real-world 

input. 

The following section highlights a selection of these activities, offering an overview of how the 

project team engaged with different audiences and stakeholders throughout the project’s 

lifetime. We focused quite a lot of efforts on networking, as this was something, which helped 

us to get better contacts with relevant stakeholders. When it comes to policy makers, we had 

several sessions with representatives from DG FISMA and DG GROW. Please note that this is 

not an exhaustive list; rather, it illustrates the varied and dynamic nature of our outreach and 

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes/
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engagement efforts. In the first year of the project, we focused more on the setting the ground 

and in the latter years focused more on engagement, outreach, and promotion.  

Events 

A key aspect of the project’s engagement strategy was participation in events, especially 

conferences, where the Consortium members contributed through presentations, panel 

discussions, and other interactive activities. These events provided opportunities to share 

CONFESS outputs, promote project objectives, and engage directly with stakeholders. 

Event 

name 

Date Activities Link 

CEE 

Sustainable 

Finance 

Summit 

15-19 

May 

2023 

We focused on promoting the CONFESS tool to 

banks (side event) to better understand their 

knowledge and usage of the EU Taxonomy, as 

well as their reporting needs. This engagement 

allowed us to identify gaps in banks’ 

understanding, uncover specific reporting 

challenges, and gather feedback to improve the 

tool’s relevance and usability. 

https://www.ceesummit.org/20

23  

CEE 

Sustainable 

Finance 

Summit 

27-29 

May 

2024 

There was more understanding on the EU 

Taxonomy and what it can bring, but also 

potential challenges were highlighted. 

Considering that SMEs are not part of the GAR 

the usage was limited. However, we heard some 

positive examples of how the EU Taxonomy can 

be amended to better reflect the needs of SMEs. 

We conducted a side event to obtain additional 

feedback and understanding of what may make 

our tool more attractive.  

https://www.ceesummit.org/20

24-1  

CEE 

Sustainable 

Finance 

Summit 

19-21 

May 

2025 

Our focus was on networking and promotion, as 

well as gathering additional feedback through 

one-on-one conversations. The networking 

efforts included active promotion of both the 

project and the CONFESS tool. The tool was also 

highlighted during the Cleantech4CEE side 

event, which is particularly significant given that 

the initiative explores innovation and solutions 

to enhance the competitiveness of the CEE 

region in both software and hardware solutions. 

https://www.ceesummit.org/20

25  

EUSEW 

11-13 

June 

2024 

We had a stand at EUSEW where we presented a 

demo of the CONFESS tool, allowing attendees 

to test it firsthand. The project was also 

presented both in-person and during the 

webinar “Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises 

and the EU Taxonomy: A Guide to Sustainability,” 

moderated by Suzana Carp and featuring Paul 

Gisby, Jürgen Kern, Marzia Traverso (a 

consortium member), and other experts. The 

objective of our presence was to engage the 

https://interactive.eusew.eu/eu

sew-2024/ 

https://www.ceesummit.org/2023
https://www.ceesummit.org/2023
https://www.ceesummit.org/2024-1
https://www.ceesummit.org/2024-1
https://www.ceesummit.org/2025
https://www.ceesummit.org/2025
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audience, gather feedback, and network for the 

project and the tool.  

EUSEW 

10-12 

June 

2025 

For the second time we secured a stand at 

EUSEW where we proactively promoted both the 

project and CleanLeap. In addition to engaging 

the audience, we sought feedback, gathered 

additional insights, and aimed to attract more 

participants for pilot testing. 

https://interactive.eusew.eu/eu

sew-2025/  

RSFIA 

Symposium 

3-4 

October 

2024 

Sarina Achterfeldt, one of the consortium 

members, presented the CONFESS conformity 

scheme at a session facilitated by Robert 

Adamczyk from EBRD. The session also featured 

presentations from Taisiya Afanasyeva of the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 

Łukasz Szkudlarek, CEO of Ekovert Poland, and 

Nikola Pletikosić from ENCRO Croatia. Through 

this participation, we successfully promoted the 

tool and obtained valuable insights to further 

support its development and outreach. 

https://www.rsfia.eu/symposiu

m24.html  

Creditreform 

ESG-Event 

15 May 

2025 

Laura Kaspar (a consortium member) gave a 

presentation on sustainability reporting and the 

CONFESS tool at the 3rd Creditreform ESG-

Event: Nachhaltigkeit im Mittelstand, attended 

by over 320 participants. The session explored 

how SMEs can effectively communicate their 

sustainability strategies and prepare for 

upcoming regulatory requirements. 

https://www.creditreform.de/n

euss/aktuelles-

wissen/pressemeldungen-

fachbeitraege/news-

details/show/3-creditreform-

esg-event-nachhaltigkeit-im-

mittelstand-1  

LCM 2025  

9-12 

Septem

ber 

2025  

Sarina Achterfeldt and Mario Alessi (consortium 

members) presented CleanLeap, in its final form 

and also focused on discussion of practical 

aspects, like how can simplification work for 

SMEs, opportunities and why it should be more 

than a necessity, but also insights from the pilot 

testing, including how these kinds of tools feed 

into the EC’s work and targets.  

https://www.lcm2025.org/  

SAPI BIZNIS 

Tuesdays 

30 

Septem

ber 

2025 

Julian Toth, a consortium member, took the 

stage to discuss “Stratégie využívania OZE pri 

dekarbonizácii slovenského priemyslu”—

strategies for using renewable energy sources to 

drive industrial decarbonisation in Slovakia.  

During the session, Julian also introduced the 

CONFESS project and CleanLeap. He 

emphasised that EU Taxonomy alignment 

should not be seen as a compliance burden, but 

rather as a strategic opportunity. 

https://www.sapiconference.sk

/biznis-tuesdays-09-2025  

 

Webinars, Podcasts, Workshops & Seminars 

This section highlights a selection of webinars, podcasts, workshops, and seminars conducted 

throughout the project in various languages. These activities served as key platforms for 

https://interactive.eusew.eu/eusew-2025/
https://interactive.eusew.eu/eusew-2025/
https://www.rsfia.eu/symposium24.html
https://www.rsfia.eu/symposium24.html
https://www.creditreform.de/neuss/aktuelles-wissen/pressemeldungen-fachbeitraege/news-details/show/3-creditreform-esg-event-nachhaltigkeit-im-mittelstand-1
https://www.creditreform.de/neuss/aktuelles-wissen/pressemeldungen-fachbeitraege/news-details/show/3-creditreform-esg-event-nachhaltigkeit-im-mittelstand-1
https://www.creditreform.de/neuss/aktuelles-wissen/pressemeldungen-fachbeitraege/news-details/show/3-creditreform-esg-event-nachhaltigkeit-im-mittelstand-1
https://www.creditreform.de/neuss/aktuelles-wissen/pressemeldungen-fachbeitraege/news-details/show/3-creditreform-esg-event-nachhaltigkeit-im-mittelstand-1
https://www.creditreform.de/neuss/aktuelles-wissen/pressemeldungen-fachbeitraege/news-details/show/3-creditreform-esg-event-nachhaltigkeit-im-mittelstand-1
https://www.creditreform.de/neuss/aktuelles-wissen/pressemeldungen-fachbeitraege/news-details/show/3-creditreform-esg-event-nachhaltigkeit-im-mittelstand-1
https://www.creditreform.de/neuss/aktuelles-wissen/pressemeldungen-fachbeitraege/news-details/show/3-creditreform-esg-event-nachhaltigkeit-im-mittelstand-1
https://www.lcm2025.org/
https://www.sapiconference.sk/biznis-tuesdays-09-2025
https://www.sapiconference.sk/biznis-tuesdays-09-2025
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sharing knowledge, engaging stakeholders, and disseminating project outcomes across diverse 

audiences. Further workshops took place within the framework of specific tasks of our project 

(e.g., workshops with financial institutions within the framework of Task 3.8) and were discussed 

in detail in other reports, which is why we will not go into further detail here. 

Name Date Language 

The EU Taxonomy - Relevance and application for 

SMEs 21.06.2023 German 

EU Taxonomie udržitelných činností (EU Taxonomy 

of Sustainable Activities)  

11.07.2023 Czech 

Udržitelnost pro malé a střední podniky v energetice 

(Sustainability for SMEs in the energy sector) 
26.07.2023 Czech 

CSRD, Taxonomy & SFDR for SMEs – Understanding 

the relationship and realising opportunities  
23.11.2023 German 

EU Taxonomy for SMEs and the CONFESS project 

 
26.01.2024 Italian 

SMEs and their importance in the economy plus how 

ING approaches them 
07.05.2024 Slovak 

Workshop of the Chamber of RES, z.s. and the 

Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic 

on the opportunities for participation in the LIFE sub-

programme "Clean Energy Transition (LIFE_CET)" 

 

28.05.2024 English/Czech 

 

Promotional audios/Digital campaigns  

Towards the end of the project and to ensure further promotion, we created promotional 

videos3 for the project and the tool: CleanLeap. They were eight4 of them in total covering 

various questions pertaining to the tool and broader aspects of sustainability and the EU 

Taxonomy. One of them included the presentation of the tool, where it leads audience through 

the assessment. This is especially important since it showcases the simplification approach and 

that with our tool everyone is able to check whether their activities are the EU Taxonomy 

aligned or not.  These audios were published on our LinkedIn during September-October 2025. 

Focus Link 

Green deal general overview, background, what is 

the purpose of the EU Taxonomy? 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-

of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-

eutaxonomy-activity-7374371718376656896-SL_5?  

Why are SMEs essential in the sustainable 

agenda? 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-

of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-

eutaxonomy-activity-7375831261384294400-qQGU?  

Why is simplification of the EU Taxonomy a 

possible path forward? What is CONFESS/ What 

is CONFESS aiming to bring?  

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-

of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-

eutaxonomy-activity-7376928550001471489-diFB?  

How does simplified alignment create a 

“common language” between SMEs and financial 

institutions?   

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-

of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-

eutaxonomy-activity-7378360403808116737-dXlo?  

 
3 We call them videos as they include interactive elements, but they can be also listened to 
4 In one case, 2 questions (question 6 and 7) were answered in one video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGa6zvBsT6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGa6zvBsT6E
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1UVMK8O6P1cyGpGtfThUc7
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1UVMK8O6P1cyGpGtfThUc7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnxYHv-nM-k&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnxYHv-nM-k&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76ZN7zca5os
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76ZN7zca5os
https://open.spotify.com/episode/7kpCGFrzTWHIDbEinY1Q2h?si=6goXwQysS_iLkAGOlZy99Q
https://open.spotify.com/episode/7kpCGFrzTWHIDbEinY1Q2h?si=6goXwQysS_iLkAGOlZy99Q
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7374371718376656896-SL_5
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7374371718376656896-SL_5
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7374371718376656896-SL_5
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7375831261384294400-qQGU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7375831261384294400-qQGU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7375831261384294400-qQGU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7376928550001471489-diFB
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7376928550001471489-diFB
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7376928550001471489-diFB
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7378360403808116737-dXlo
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7378360403808116737-dXlo
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7378360403808116737-dXlo
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How can SMEs benefit competitively from 

aligning with the EU Taxonomy in the future? 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-

of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-

eutaxonomy-activity-7379402287250567168-eCSR?  

Why do banks and investors need reliable 

sustainability data from SMEs? 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-

of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-

eutaxonomy-activity-7381938991400525824-TNC7?  

Why is collaboration between SMEs, regulators, 

and banks key to a sustainable economy? 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-

of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-

eutaxonomy-activity-7381938991400525824-TNC7?  

What is the complete picture of a positive future 

and how do the pieces fit? 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-

of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-

eutaxonomy-activity-7383886818703773696-SPKU?  

Showcasing the tool: CleanLeap in action https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-

of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-

eutaxonomy-activity-7386702897947987968-1IpI? 

 

Written pieces  

In this section, we highlight our Final Publishable Report,5 which is available on the CONFESS 

website. This comprehensive document serves as a key resource, offering an in-depth overview 

of the project’s objectives, methodologies, significant milestones, and tangible outcomes. The 

report delves into the collaborative efforts of the project team, showcases case studies, and 

provides valuable insights into the lessons learned throughout the project duration. It is 

important to note that, as Final Publishable Report was completed in August 2025, the 

promotional audios mentioned above, created to enhance outreach and awareness, have not 

been included therein. Nonetheless, these audio materials provide engaging summaries and 

address frequently asked questions about the project and our CleanLeap tool, further 

supporting our communication and dissemination efforts. 

In addition to the Final Publishable Report, a series of supplementary materials and technical 

reports have been produced to further elaborate on specific aspects of the project. These 

documents are accessible via our website and include promotional leaflets  and project reports 

for public viewing. We do not elaborate on the reports further, because these were part of the 

project tasks, and they work more like insights into the project.  

Our LinkedIn page serves as our principal communication platform for any type of output, 

especially updates on our activities, but also outreach. In this case, we would like to highlight 

that recently, we hosted a Summer Quiz in 2025, specifically designed to broaden our reach 

and encourage greater engagement with the project’s content through an interactive and 

enjoyable format. In addition to this, we consistently issue a newsletter featuring international 

news relevant to SMEs and sustainability, ensuring our audience remains informed on key 

developments in the area. 

Finally, CleanLeap under the old name SME Taxonomy tool was also featured in a report 

published by EFRAG: Mapping of Digital Platforms and Initiatives for SME Sustainability – VSME 

Ecosystem, highlighting its relevance and recognition within the wider sustainability landscape. 

 
5 At the time of this publication, the report has not yet been published on our website. 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7379402287250567168-eCSR
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7379402287250567168-eCSR
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7379402287250567168-eCSR
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7381938991400525824-TNC7
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7381938991400525824-TNC7
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7381938991400525824-TNC7
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7381938991400525824-TNC7
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7381938991400525824-TNC7
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7381938991400525824-TNC7
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7383886818703773696-SPKU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7383886818703773696-SPKU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes_cleanleap-confess-eutaxonomy-activity-7383886818703773696-SPKU
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/confess-certification-of-clean-energy-smes/
https://www.linkedin.com/newsletters/smes-and-sustainability-7157688603526008832/
https://lnkd.in/dBGvKtMa
https://lnkd.in/dBGvKtMa
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We encourage you to explore both the written reports and the promotional videos to gain a 

comprehensive picture of our project and major achievements.  

4 CONCLUSION  
The CONFESS project’s integrated approach to communication, dissemination, and 

exploitation has been instrumental in maximising the project’s visibility, stakeholder 

engagement, and long-term impact. By strategically combining targeted outreach, knowledge 

sharing, and practical exploitation of results, the project has successfully raised awareness of 

sustainable practices, especially the EU Taxonomy and its possible simplification among SMEs 

and banks 

Throughout its duration, CONFESS leveraged a diverse mix of activities: including events, 

webinars, podcasts, workshops, and digital campaigns, to engage a broad spectrum of 

stakeholders. The project’s adaptability in response to evolving EU policy developments, such 

as the Omnibus Proposal ensured that its messaging and engagement strategies remained 

relevant and impactful. 

The main achievement has been the development and promotion of the CleanLeap tool. This 

innovative platform streamlines the complex process of Taxonomy reporting, making it more 

accessible and manageable for SMEs. By providing clear guidance and practical resources, 

CleanLeap empowers SMEs to understand with the EU Taxonomy without being overwhelmed 

by technical requirements. Beyond this the tool actively encourages SMEs to integrate 

sustainability into their core business strategies, encouraging a culture of environmental 

responsibility and innovation.  

Ultimately, the CONFESS project has not only delivered valuable tools and insights but has also 

established a strong foundation for continued collaboration and knowledge transfer beyond 

the project’s official timeline. Its comprehensive communication, dissemination, and 

exploitation efforts have contributed meaningfully to advancing the transition and sustainable 

finance agenda across EU. 
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